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IN FRANCE _ _

The organisation most” néarly resembling what our young Society for
Co-operative Studies might eventually. become: is: probably the French
Institute of Co-operative Studies which is a fiational body with headquarters
in Paris. It shares its home in the Champ de Mars district with the Collége
Coopératif, which itself forms part of the School of Advanced Technical
Studies of the Sorbonne. The chairman of the Board of the Institute is
Professor Georges Lasserre, professor of economics at the Faculty of Laws
and Economic Science. :

The Institute is the joint creation in 1959 of the central organisations of the
Agricultural, Consumers’ and Workers’ productive Co-operative movements.
Its management board consists of their representatives together with two
members of the university. One of these is Professor Bernard Lavergne, a
former colleague of the great apostle of Co-operation in France, Professor
Charles Gide, with whom he collaborated to establish the Review of Co-
operative Studies in 1921. This Review still continues to appear under the
auspices of the Institute.
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The main object of the Institute is to promote and éncourage research,
study, information and documentation about all branches of the Co-aperative
Movement. In addition, it takes part in the study of all important questions
relating to co-operative theory and practice, and does much to introduce and
develop the teaching of Co-operation in the public educational system at afl
levels, in youth movements and in all institutions where knowledge of Co-
operation can be usefully spread.

LOCAL ACTIVITY

One of the most notable features of the Institute is the rapid growth of its
network of local and regional groups and study circles. Through this type of

in both the economic and political spheres, between afl branches of the
Movement. The headquarters of the Institute are in Washington, D.C. and
in addition to carrying on research, it organises an annual study session which
attracts leading co-operators from all parts of the country.

12

Society for Co-operative Studies, Bulletin 1, June 1967 ©






